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Sir, 

I L* ve the honour to report that the Monrovia 
Li A^ pgr of uosisaerce, which Las been In existence for 
some jeare, w. s dissolved On the loth instant,. 

?* Formal notices Jf the dissolution ave been 
circulated to the luosl foreign representatives the 


LLberi&n soovern'ient and ot. ere likely to be interested. 
T e Bctur 1 reaponB for t is etip however, wl ieh fjr 
obvious reaPune Lave not been publicly announced, were 
firstly t lack of co-operation un the part of the 
firris reprerented on V e G1 junber, amounting in one 

esse at leest to treachery towards fellow embers, 
and, secondly, to the intolerance on the part of the 
Liberians jT en organ is all m w- ich, though, styled t) e 
"Monrovia CLt-niber of voffimerce* and open to menibers ^t 
ftrjy nationality, in fact consisted entirely of 


foreigners. 

The membereM of the Cliamber consisted of 
at least six British firsts and of one French, one 
hut oh raid one Genian concern, and in practice the 
representalives of the British firms were t) e only 
members wl o could ever be induced to take any’ active 
pa i In tie activities of the Chamber. The continents 
members vjauld neither propose nor second v resolution 

whilst, whenever the topic diecuselon .elated to e 

new * 
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new law or re^ruXotioa of the ouvemiaent, they limited them¬ 
selves to a non-committal and entirely passive acquiescence 
in t' e views of their Jrltieh colleagues, 

4 . f uch an apathetic attitude would In any case be 
likely to discourage the efforts of other members to make 
t e Chamber r useful ediur for the expression of opinion 

'it 

on Timercial matters, but in &ne case the ^gent of the 
Dost frik ansohe Cumpa^nle (JDutoh), who has resided in 
Liberie for tome.twenty years and is a thoroughly unserup- 
ul /ue person, deliberately attempted to ^aa^ie British 
interests by fledging, with additions ~f * is own views 
expressed by ti e British members at a session of the 
Chamber. 

5* s ported In lir* Fhe j.erd'e despatch Overseas 
1 ade No, 7 of ebruary ?Pnd liist, the ,ct re-upening to 
a limited extent the interior of the Republic to foreign 
t t h ? Contained & revision that for ev^ry foreigner 
e* ployed by a foreign firm in U*t interior, the fira must 
employ three Liberluis as agents or clerks. In view f 

the eoullarities of tl e Liberian laws relating to debt 
w! icl preclude foreigners from entrusting Liberians with 
cesl or goods unices, f^r reasons of policy such as those 
ioi tiOtu te the Germans X present, they are prepared to 
f ce an almost certain auc irrecoverable loss f it wt.e 
considered that tl Is provision would operate to prevent any 
real benefit osing derived frox the j ct, The Clmrober of 
Commerce accordingly discussed the matter and liner*i ijusly 
agreed to nke representations of the subject ct the first 
convenient opportunity, 

6. The Agent of the Dutch Company was present at the 
meeting of tie Clamber ^nd signified hie approval of the 



resolution "in the usual .^nner" . Immedirtely after- 

9> 

ward? he visited a Liberian cabinet official, told 
) im that tie British had passed tie resolution in 
question out of a desire to prejudice the success of 

the Act and tl ot he himself w&p bq far from being In 
accord with their vie e t -et he was ready to take 
immediate advantage >f the rrovisionp of the Act as 
it stood . £ nd , dded details of tht discussion in a 
manner , etierally calculated to poison ti.e a treedy 
prejudiced nind of the fficial against British interests* 

7. this end other experiences of a similar, 
though srl ape not such an aggravating nature led the 
British Timbers of the c. a Tiber to form the Impression* 
correctly I believe* that they were pulling the 
chestnuts out of the fire" for thflr non-3ritieh 
competitors, who Jere always cuite ready to enjoy 
their full el.are of any advantager t: *;t might result 
from the activities of the chamber, whilst on \he other 
and tl ey were careful to leave to the British members 

all thr jdimt and resentment which is inevitably * 

aroused in tils cj untry by any or it lei am* . 0,7 ever 

■ c - ■ , m . 1 

constructive and well-intentioned it toes/ be, 

0* 7/hen the Q-amber as originally formed a few 
Liberian traders joined, however, after paying one 

' *• i 

subscription and discovering, presumably, if et member¬ 
ship did not necessarily facilitate the obtaining of 
goods on "credit* from abroad but t at a measure of 
commercial integrity ouite alien to the Liberinn 
mentality was expected of members * they allowed their 

membership to lapse* 

9, Pi nee that time the Liberians love never been 

1 

frvourebly disposed towards the Cl-amber w! id they have 
pretended to regard as being responsible for the prices 
ci-argfrG for importer articles beta* i-tgLer ario those paid 
for African produce being lower than in neighbouring 



her t frlcan countries. l i'\ • se factors axe in fact the 
result of the financial exploitation by Liberians of the 
local Auropern firms through vexatious lawsuits, bad debts, 
etc., which the vletisF are obliged to attempt to offset, 
whilst in t1e a se jt produce the inferior met! de employed 
In prer e ration nd transportation to the coast are bound to 
eact an the price* paid by the mfrcl^eiitF to the producers, 
however« the enclosed marked cutting - of whicl I regret 
that I can jnly forte rd jne copy herewith - from an Issue 

of the Siberian News" illustrates e common Liberian vie 
on the subject. 

ID. In tassing I raey mention tint tie "’feat fricrn 
Trading Syndicate” referred to in such glowing terns in 
tic -nolosure represented ,ji effort on the part of foxier 
British, but now - I understand nd hope *- naturalised 

•r^erican subject named Taylor, who ml some years ago In 
tie employment of se re , v;. I . 1 oodin & Co*, htd,, In 
I.Iberia **rs ae service e ee Inter dismissed, I nm 
informed by tie local repre ente tive of that firm, for 
dishonesty. : e arrived ere Borne months gu in ti e 
Company of an American named ..mmone and was later followed 
by another meric&n, both of ..horn 2.ad apparently oeen 
persuaded to invest money in t £ concern,which ,ep described 
re having a head office in lew fork nd brnne^f f throughout 
test Africa. The original st^ok of the Concern was in 
due course ex. austed and no fresh supplies were ever received 
X nir i T*r. lor is said to ave talked of enormous expected 
p Lpments, on the strength of which he huB obtained money 
and personal suralies from local traders, One of his 
oredulous partners returned 1. o the United States w list 
Ammons reached the Canary Islands where I e died * nd ad to 
be buried at the expense of the local merlcan Consul* * 
r i ylor himself is still in Monrovia which he cannot leave 
as his creditors have commenced action* ngainst him. billet 
bills drawn by him on J Is alleged head office In Uew York 
have been returned dishonoured. 
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11. Ti.e mi&exliine i: tc- extrenely rer.aitlve , 

t 

ip' 

‘•p #■ _ 

apparently in inverse rat i d to their actual insignificance , 
about th*ir natioh&l independence "a nr theoretical 
equality with civilised * urorean stetee end, tr ough 
they profess not to object to criticiem, t ey are in 
fact extremely intolerant jf it - unless ri of course* 
it is favourable - whilst the Oovernmeat, i,c* the 
political arty in rower, rwe-rds criticism of its 
policy rs compared *wlth tl at of th e political opposition 
< r incitement to stdition* oust before the election 

Y '"V r - - -tj/'- - '* ojj- h t v‘<N 

in hay lest it was broadly hinted tutt ceric in hr It i eh 
subjects were on too friendly terras with political 
opponents of the hdniuietratijia and t .a unless these 
relations, v ic ere largely personal i*nd social, were 
terminated or at least substantially modified, they 
would be deported or t: eir flrps would be requested 
1 * withdraw thera* 

12* L typical example jf the Siberian rtentf. lity 
in this connection is afforded by t. c fallowing: incident 
;bout September 19>2 the Chamber of Commerce submitted 
to ti e P stmester-Ueaeml suggest!one, couched in duly 
respectful laziL^iatje for the imp rove riant of the poetul 
ft t .u . It now appea: a fr^.i ti recently publieUM 
leport of the Atti-mey-henviTvl that the Postmaster- 
wc.ictI. without consider! the practicability uf the 
suggestions, fastened to submit the communication in 
which they were embodied Ij ttomey-General and to 

press tke latter to institute prucet inefi against the 
C amber for libel, Porbtiiately l e ttomey-Ue nerr.1. 
either from good sense or a realisation of the complic¬ 
ations vlich might arise from such action, diesueded 

t ht- aggrieved official from hie contemplated proceedings 

• * 

but* from the correspondence contained In tie report, 
it seems to h ve been a mat ter rf some difficulty. 

1 ?*/ 








15. In oonFeuuence of \he difficulties in the wey of 
co-operative or useful activity and of the ris^fi disclosed 
In the Incident described in tie preceding paragraph, several 
of the firms represented m the Clx^ber Intimated t' elr inten¬ 
tion n t t; renev 1 their members) ip at the end of this year 

and, since it oec. ae evident that t x continued existence of 

* 

t e Chamber cJiild serve no useful purpura, a r ecial meeting 

* .* ^. , / j - * - a 

was M on the ] t instant t which it rp uasuiir;urly 
c cided to dissolve it* 

. . . * 

1 havt the honour to oe, 

\ 4 0 *~ 

Fir, 

Y jut ^ at o bed 1 eat t 

humble Parvant , 


Acting drills!, C)j&rg 3 dh-.ffairee. 







